Arkansas rolls over Oral Roberts 
in 104-69 victory at home. — Sports, 1C 


Seasonal French dessert can become 
Yuletide tradition in U.S. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Lawson Bittick, a sher- 
iff’s sergeant in Monroe 
County, Ga., said deputies 
have gotten “smiles and 
thank yous” from the first 
20 of 74 people presented 
with $100 bills courtesy of 
two anonymous donors 
who wanted to help people 
“down on their luck” this 
holiday season. 


E Terry Millender, 53, a 
former pastor in Alexandria, 
Va., and his wife, Brenda, 57, 
were convicted of defraud- 
ing church members and 
other investors of $2 million 
in a Nigerian loan and oil 
scheme, using the money for 
anew home, golf trips and a 
birthday party. 

E Cicely Hansen, 68, own- 
er of a vintage clothing store 
in San Francisco, was fined 
$3,600 and sentenced to 
probation and community 
service after pleading no 
contest to selling coats and 
other items made with the 
skins of cheetahs, leopards 
and other protected species, 
prosecutors said. 


E The Rev. Gregory Gre- 
iten, a Roman Catholic 
priest in Milwaukee, was 
greeted with a standing ova- 
tion from his parishioners 
when he told them he was 
gay, saying that he’s breaking 
the silence of gay men in the 
clergy so he could reclaim 
his own voice. 


E Candido Ortiz, a for- 
mer prison chef confined 
for more than 26 years be- 
fore being released along 
with other inmates serv- 
ing lengthy drug sentences 
through an executive order 
by President Barack Obama, 
is opening his own restau- 
rant in Jersey City, NJ. 

E John Parker, 25, out de- 
livering pizzas in Fort Pierce, 
Fla., shot and wounded a 
man holding what turned 
out to be an air pistol who 
flagged him down and de- 
manded that he hand over 
everything he had, police 
said. 


E Monlisa Perez, 20, of 
Halstad, Minn., pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter for 
fatally shooting her boy- 
friend, 22-year-old Pedro 
Ruiz III, with a .50-caliber 
pistol from about a foot 
away as he held a hardcover 
encyclopedia to his chest for 
a video stunt they planned 
to post on YouTube. 


E Tracy Mitchell, 54, of 
Reading, Pa., arrested on ag- 
gravated-assault and other 
counts, got into an argument 
with her roommate over 
some candy and stabbed 
her in the leg after the two 
grappled and fell to the floor, 
police said. 


E Jennifer Olawski, a 
teacher inspired by a stu- 
dent who told her she 
wasn’t expecting anything 
for Christmas, raised $4,500 
to give coloring books, slime 
kits, winter hats and gloves 
to each of the 500 students 
at a K-4 charter school in 
Paterson, NJ. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Mostly cloudy, chance 
of showers. 

High 61, light J 
northeast 
winds. 

Tonight Clouds 
decreasing. 
Low 45. 
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Senate OKs tax bill; House revote set 


“Dia Passage expected, GOP 


House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady (from left) joins House Speaker Paul Ryan 
and Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash., Tuesday after the House passed the tax bill. 
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Senate Republicans ear- 
ly today passed the most 
sweeping rewrite of the na- 
tion’s tax laws in more than 
three decades, setting the 
stage for a final House vote. 

The House passed the 
bill earlier Tuesday, but the 
Senate had to make minor 
changes so the measure 
would comply with Senate 
budget rules. 

The Senate vote was 51l- 
48, with all Republicans in 
favor and all Democrats op- 
posed. The measure now 
moves back to the House for 
a final vote today. 

Senate Republicans had 
hoped their vote would put 
the bill in President Donald 
Trump’s hands to sign. But 
the chamber’s parliamentar- 
ian Tuesday afternoon ruled 
that three provisions violat- 
ed the chamber’s Byrd Rule 
— guidelines on what types 
of legislation can pass with 
50 votes. 

The parliamentarian took 
issue with a provision al- 
lowing for tax-incentivized 
accounts for home-school- 


oe 


e 3 
AP/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE 


sa Starts celebrating 


early 


AP/ANDREW HARNIK 


“Congress is standing at the 
doorstep of a historic oppor- 
tunity,’ Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said Tues- 
day, hours before the Senate 
approved the bill 51-48. 


HOUSE BILL proposes $81 billion 
for disaster aid. Page 8A. 


ing expenses, as well as one 
dealing with exempting 
certain universities endow- 
ments from a new excise 
tax. The third had to do with 
the abbreviated name of the 
legislation. Democrats raised 
the provisions with the par- 


See TAXES, Page 8A 


State Medicaid rolls cut by 2,900 


For the year, 73,000 enrollees 
were found ineligible, removed 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Enrollment in Arkansas’ 
Medicaid expansion pro- 
gram, known as Arkansas 
Works, fell by about 2,900 
people in November to just 
under 307,000, the state De- 
partment of Human Services 
reported Tuesday. 

In a meeting with report- 
ers, Human Services Depart- 
ment officials also outlined 
eligibility verification efforts 
they said have resulted in the 
removal of about 73,000 peo- 
ple from the program since 
the beginning of 2017. 

Those measures include 
terminating coverage when 


mail sent to an enrollees ad- 
dress is returned, identifying 
enrollees who are receiving 
public benefits in more than 
one state and rechecking the 
incomes of enrollees when 
they start new jobs. 

Another 7,198 Arkansas 
Works enrollees are set to 
lose coverage Jan. 1 after the 
Human Services Department 
received information indi- 
cating they are eligible for 
Medicare, the federal insur- 
ance program for the elderly 
and disabled. 

In a news release, Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson called the 
efforts “a model for con- 

See ENROLL, Page 9A 
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Arkansas Department of Human Services Director Cindy Gillespie 
(left) and Mary Franklin, director of the County Operations Divi- 
sion, explain Tuesday in Little Rock how about 73,000 people were 
removed from the expanded Medicaid program this year. 


Russia, China rip Trump security doctrine 
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MOSCOW — Officials 
in Russia and China pushed 
back Tuesday against the 
characterization of their 
countries as threats to the 
United States in a new na- 
tional security doctrine pub- 
lished by the White House a 
day earlier. 

A spokesman for the 


Legislative 
chamber set 
for revamp 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Legislative leaders plan 
to replace the decades-old 
desks, chairs and carpet in 
the Arkansas House cham- 
ber and upgrade electrical 
and voting equipment in 
time for the 2019 regular 
session. 

The House Management 
Committee on Tuesday af- 
ternoon authorized archi- 
tect Gary Clements to seek 
bids on the renovation proj- 
ect for the House chamber, 
located on the north side 
of the state Capitol in Little 
Rock. Clements is president 
of Clements & Associates 
of North Little Rock. The 
work would not begin until 
after the 2018 fiscal session. 


See MAKEOVER, Page 10A 


Kremlin criticized President 
Donald Trump’s foreign pol- 
icy strategy as having an “im- 
perialist character” while the 
Chinese Embassy in Wash- 
ington suggested that the 
document’s theme of “Amer- 
ica first” reflected “outdated, 
zero-sum thinking.” 

Every U.S. administra- 
tion is obliged to publish its 
national security strategy, 
providing Congress with a 


Amtrak cleanup, 
q m7 
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investigation 


blueprint for its intended pol- 
icies around the world. The 
55-page doctrine the White 
House released Monday de- 
scribed Russia and China as 
“revisionist” powers for seek- 
ing a change in the U.S.-led 
world order. 

“After being dismissed as 
a phenomenon of an earlier 
century, great power com- 
petition returned,” the docu- 
ment says. Russia and China, 


> 


it says, “are determined to 
make economies less free and 
less fair, to grow their militar- 
ies, and to control informa- 
tion and data to repress their 
societies and expand their 
influence.” 

Dmitry Peskov, President 
Vladimir Putin’s spokes- 
man, responded with the 
long-practiced Kremlin ar- 
gument that the world would 

See SECURITY, Page 6A 


“AP/ELAINE THOMPSON 


Two damaged Amtrak cars sit on trailers Tuesday after being removed from the scene of Monday’s 
derailment in DuPont, Wash. Investigators were checking whether the engineer was distracted by 
a trainee when the train ran off the rails and sent cars plummeting onto Interstate 5, killing three 


people and injuring dozens. 


Article, 2A 


Judge: 

Defense 
violated 
gag rule 


Hearing set for 
graft-case lawyer 


DOUG THOMPSON 
NWA DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
FAYETTEVILLE — A 

letter detailing the wiping 
of computer records in a 
public-corruption case in- 
volving state legislators 
should never have been 
posted on a public website 
of court records, a federal 
judge declared in an order 
Tuesday. 

A Jan. 25 hearing has 
been set to consider disci- 
plinary action against Greg- 
ory Payne of the Story Law 
Firm in Fayetteville, the de- 
fense attorney named in the 
court order. 

The letter was posted 
late Monday along with a 
defense motion to dismiss 
the case against Oren Paris 
III, one of three defendants 
in a federal kickback case 
that includes former Sen. 
Jon Woods of Springda- 
le and consultant Randell 
Shelton Jr. 

Woods is accused of tak- 
ing kickbacks from Paris, 
president of Ecclesia Col- 
lege, in return for arranging 
state General Improvement 
Fund grants for the private 
Christian college. Kick- 
backs were paid through 
consulting fees that went 
to Shelton, according to the 
government’s case. 

Former state Rep. Micah 
Neal of Springdale pleaded 
guilty Jan. 4 to his role in 
the scheme. 

Neal covertly recorded 
telephone conversations, 
some of which are set to be 
used in the government’s 
case. 

Another 79 recordings 
were discovered after 
Shelton’s defense counsel 
discovered gaps in the nar- 
rative, according to court 
records. 

The government learned 
that the laptop used in the 
investigation had its memo- 
ry wiped after unauthorized 
personal use by an FBI 
agent. Those details were 
in the three-page letter at- 

See LETTER, Page 9A 


